
 COTTAGESGARDENS.COM | SEPTEMBER 2017

  san
 fran

cisc
o

 c
o

ttag
es &

 g
ard

en
s  septem

ebr 20
17                                                                                                                                                                                                                           c

o
ttag

esg
ard

en
s.c

o
m

NOE VALLEY  
PACIFIC HEIGHTS

SEA CLIFF
THE FILLMORE

STYLE
THE

ISSUE



A CONFIDANTE REDESIGN

BY LINDA O’KEEFFE | 
PHOTOGRAPHY BY SUZANNA SCOTT

True Connections 
Homeowner Bonnie 
Smolins (this page) worked 
with friend and interior 
designer Regan Baker on 
her Noe Valley renovation. 
In the dining room (opposite 
page), vintage rosewood 
chairs by Kai Kristiansen 
surround a custom Knife & 
Saw table. See Resources.

Good friends  
Regan Baker and 
Bonnie Smolins 
give a Noe Victorian 
a chic new look
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I 
COLLABORATE closely with all 
my clients,” says interior designer 
Regan Baker, “but this project was 
special. From the beginning, it was 
a labor of love.” And, it quite literal-
ly, was: Baker and her client Bonnie 
Smolins first met when both were 
pregnant, and the fast friends went 

on to deliver just two months apart. Before long, 
Smolins had commissioned Baker to reconcep-
tualize the Noe Valley house she shared with her 
husband and children, and both brought a simi-
lar vision to the project: a gut renovation with 
décor that is meticulously detailed yet feels bohe-
mian. “Now, its stylishness belies how functional 
and family centric it all actually is,” says Smolins.

Baker’s interiors are intricate studies of a home-
owner’s personality; so much so that a showhouse 
room she designed was once likened to one of 
Wes Anderson’s idiosyncratic film sets. She often 
comes up with her style concept after familiar-

izing herself with a client’s wardrobe, an approach 
particularly apropos in this case. “We have so 
many things in common,” says Baker of Smolins, 
“including a similar fashion sensibility.”

The pair sketched out every square inch of the 
building and discovered that the challenge with 
the 3,000-square-foot house was its hodgepodge 
of elements that likely dated back to its original 
1906 construction. The main floor had three dif-
ferent ceiling heights (now all a uniform 9 feet, 
4 inches), and the other two floors felt equally 
disjointed. They ultimately tore down every 
wall that wasn’t load bearing, and the home’s 
expansive feel is thanks to an inventive new floor 
plan—especially that of the loft-like first floor. 
Raised door heights also let in more light, as do 
additional windows and Bonelli folding glass 
doors that integrate a patio and kitchen and visu-
ally extend the master suite into the back garden. 
“Now there’s a flow on and between each floor 
that draws you in,” says Baker. 

Artful Duo A lyrical 
photograph from 
Parker Fitzgerald 
and Riley Messina’s 
“Overgrowth” 
project graces the 
dining room. See 
Resources.

Fit For Friends (above and below) In the angled living room, a roomy custom sofa from Jovina’s Custom Upholstery wraps around a circular Jacob cocktail table from Arteriors.  
Wood cabinet on the left is custom from Ukiah Cabinetry, through Peter Englander. Elysia lounge chair by Luca Nichetto is through the Future Perfect. Knot cushion by Icelandic 
designer Ragnheiður Ösps Sigurðardóttir is through SFMOMA. See Resources.
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BOTH BROUGHT A SIMILAR 
VISION TO THE PROJECT: 

A GUT RENOVATION 
WITH DÉCOR THAT IS 

METICULOUSLY DETAILED 
YET FEELS BOHEMIAN

Smooth Synergy 
(clockwise across spread 
from this photo) Large 
Bonelli folding doors 
lead from the kitchen to 
the back patio, which 
features a vertical garden 
built by Fine Root SF. 
Mater bar stools are 
through YLiving. A table 
from Arteriors is the 
perfect place for a spot of 
tea. See Resources.
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They stayed within the existing footprint and 
roof structure so the Victorian still feels true to 
period, but without being too literal. Apart from 
an occasional ceiling rosette, there’s no explicit 
acknowledgement of Victorian architecture. 
Instead, panels applied to the walls have a shadowy 
relief that brings to mind an even earlier period of 
French boiserie and serve as a veiled reference to 
Smolins’ Canadian heritage, as do the black-grouted 
subway tiles, with their distinctly bistro vibe, and 
wallpaper with a novel take on Toile de Jouy that 
depicts urban scenes instead of traditional pasto-
ral landscapes. Throughout, lightly stained wood 
flooring in a chevron pattern is also reminiscent of 
Parisian hôtels particuliers. 

By contrast, the relocated kitchen is sleek and 
streamlined. Outfitted with Caesarstone, walnut 
and stainless steel, it’s clean-lined and clutter free. 
“We even measured my kitchen gear to make sure 
it would fit into the new cabinetry,” says Smolins. 
Deep-seated sectional sofas, retro chairs and tex-
tural wood surfaces are chic and functional against 
vegetable-dyed rugs and delightful pops of color. 
Artwork by local photographers such as Jessica 
Todd Harper, Parker Fitzgerald and Danielle 
Mourning is hung sparingly and adds a layer of 
drama, edge and nostalgia. “I tend to edit more 
and more,” says Baker. “I like to let the eye rest 
and savor things.” Smolins fully appreciates being 
the recipient of every carefully considered nuance. 
“Every time I walk through the front door, I 
breathe a sigh of relief,” she says. “This is my dream 
home and I did it all with my friend!” ✹

Happy Confluence (opposite page 
and above right) Pops of yellow 
enliven the master bedroom 
thanks to the Joybird bed and 
Anthropologie throw. Artwork 
includes sculpture by Matt Devine 
through Simon Breitbard Fine 
Arts, an oil painting by Andrew 
Lesko and photograph by Danielle 
Mourning. See Resources.

A Perfect Union (top left) In 
the powder room, a Small Spica 
pendant from Iacoli & McAllister 
is a graphic counterpoint to 
walls in a Flavor Paper toile. 
The sink is Duravit; wall-
mounted faucet is Newport 
Brass. Medicine cabinet is RH.  
See Resources.
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